
Jobbnorge ID: 292237
Deadline: 2/16/2026
Website: http://www.nord.no/no
Scope: Fulltime
Duration: Fixed Term

Do you want to contribute to new knowledge relevant for businesses and society?

PhD in Business - High North Center
Pursue a PhD at Nord University
Would you like to help create knowledge that makes a difference?
At Nord University, we develop future-oriented solutions through education, research, and collaboration with the communities around us. 

Our PhD program in Business is a fully-funded three- or four-year research education, which includes an intensive course component, research
leading to a doctoral dissertation and relevant work experience. A PhD in Business from Nord University Business School qualifies for varied
assignments that require high competence and very good analytical skills. Many continue in scholarly positions with teaching and research,
while others choose positions in public or private business. Nord University Business School is a member of the European Doctoral
Programmes Association in Management & Business Administration (EDAMBA).

Nord in the world - knowledge for the future.

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWoZi6o-EB4

About the position
Nord University Business School is seeking nine new PhD candidates, of which one will be part of the High North Center. The planned start
date is mid‑August 2026.  Your office location will be in Bodø. We place great emphasis on creating an engaging and supportive working
environment, and your daily presence in the office is an important part of this. 

As a PhD research fellow with us, you will have a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in research within the field of business administration,
with a focus on issues related to the High North. You will contribute to new insights that can make a difference—both in academia and in the
business community. You will become part of a strong academic environment at the High North Center, with access to an international network
and regular research seminars with renowned scholars.

As a PhD candidate, you will:

be admitted to the PhD programme in Business with the aim of obtaining the PhD degree
have affiliation with one of the research groups at the Business School
conduct high‑quality research within the chosen topic area
publish scientific articles and contribute to disseminating research results to a wider audience
participate in international conferences and have the opportunity for research stays at foreign universities

The employment period is either three years with full research training, or four years with research training combined with other
career‑promoting duties such as teaching, supervision, or other tasks. This will be determined during the recruitment process.

We are looking for candidates who wish to conduct research on topics within one of the following areas:

The "blue economy" as an economic analysis model. Today, the term blue economy holds many different definitions, with a few
people also working on a new - sustainable - economic analytical model on how to best measure the use and exploitation of ocean
resources and everything included (e.g. salaries, costs for nature, etc). 
Arctic Futures - development of a cross-disciplinary scenario approach. Scenario work becomes inevitable in strategic
management, Including sustainable development of Arctic regions. This work is multidisciplinary in nature, but the field of business and
management studies has an advantageous position when it comes to development of scenario methodologies and practical facilitation
of scenario processes.
Economic resilience of Arctic communities. Small and remote communities in the Arctic face multiple challenges and need to work
towards integration in economic value chains. What kind of strategies and approaches they use? And what are best practices? This PhD
project aims to develop workable managerial approaches in close cooperation with local communities. 

Qualification requirements
Completed a five-year university education (300 credits) including a two-year master’s degree in business or equivalent education with a
master’s thesis as the final scientific work. At least 90 credits should be within a subject area that is relevant for the doctoral project. It is
possible to apply while completing your master’s degree, but documentation of the completed degree must be provided before the start
date.
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Good grades from the master’s degree (normally grade B or better both on average and on the master’s thesis)
Fulfil the requirements for admission to the ph.d. program. 
Good knowledge of English, both written and oral (the thesis is written in English)
Good knowledge of Norwegian or another Scandinavian language will be an advantage. If Norwegian language is considered necessary
to carry out the outlined project, good knowledge of Norwegian or another Scandinavian language is a requirement.
Strong analytical skills and relevant methodological knowledge.

For detailed information about what the application must include, see the section "Application".

Qualified applicants will be ranked according to the following criteria:
In addition to the documented qualification requirements, emphasis will be placed on the following criteria:

The academic strength, originality, feasibility, and relevance of the project in relation to the Business School’s research areas.
Documented results from the master’s programme, including the quality of the master’s thesis and the candidate’s academic
specialization.
A clear and well‑reflected motivation for the position, as well as a strong commitment to research and personal academic development.
Experience with research work and methodological skills, including the ability to conduct critical analysis and draw well‑reasoned
conclusions.
Documented ability to work purposefully and independently, take responsibility, and drive processes forward.
Ability to collaborate in interdisciplinary and diverse environments, and willingness to contribute actively to an inclusive and stimulating
research community.
Ability to plan and work systematically, while managing new ideas and changes in a constructive manner.
Ability to communicate research clearly and engagingly—both in writing and orally—and to participate actively in academic discussions

We offer
The positions are paid according to the State’s regulations, PhD candidate code 1017, normally annual salary of NOK 550 800,-  with a 3%
increase per year. From the salary, a statutory deposit goes to the Norwegian Public Service Pension Fund.

Strong academic support: Access to supervision, mentoring schemes, and professional development courses and seminars that
enable you to grow in the role.
An inspiring environment: A creative and collegial working atmosphere where ideas are shared and collaboration is central.
Flexibility: A high degree of autonomy in planning and organizing your workday within agreed parameters.
An active community: Sports clubs and social activities that promote well‑being and strengthen networks.
Secure employment conditions, including favorable loan, insurance, and pension schemes through the Norwegian Public Service
Pension Fund.
Opportunity to take basic Norwegian language courses.

Contact information
Further information about the position can be obtained by contacting :

Head of division: Center director Andreas Raspotnik
Administrative issues: Senior advisor/Ph.D. coordinator Grete I. Knudsen

Application
Applications must be submitted electronically by February 16, 2026.

The application must be submitted electronically via Jobbnorge.no by the application deadline. It must include all required
attachments, including a description of scholarly work, as this forms the basis for the assessment.

Important to note: All documents must be in Norwegian, another Scandinavian language, or English. If the original documents are not in
English or a Scandinavian language, a certified translation must be submitted together with a copy of the original document. The application will
be assessed solely on the basis of the information available at the application deadline. You must therefore ensure that your application clearly
demonstrates how your skills and experience meet the criteria described in the announcement. All attachments are to be uploaded electronically
together with the application. If you are invited for an interview, you must be able to present certified copies of diplomas and transcripts upon
request.

Contents of the application:

Cover letter (1-2 pages): Describe your motivation for the position and explain how your education, research interests, and experience
are relevant to the chosen topic.
Project proposal (maximum 5 pages): Linked to one of the topics in the announcement. The proposal should outline ideas for the
research question, progress plan, relevance, as well as theoretical and methodological approach. The project proposal forms part of the
competence assessment carried out by an academic committee after the application deadline. The final project description will be
developed in collaboration with the supervisors within two months of employment and will form the basis for admission to the PhD
programme.
Complete CV: Including education, work and teaching experience, as well as a list of any academic publications.
Transcripts and diplomas for bachelor’s and master’s degrees, and relevant certificates. If all or part of your education was completed
abroad, you must include documentation of the scope and quality of your entire educational trajectory, as well as any statement from the
Norwegian Directorate for Higher Education and Skills (HK-dir).
Documentation of English proficiency (same requirements as for admission to master programmes).
Copy of the master’s thesis (PDF): If the thesis has not yet been submitted, a draft may be included. Documentation of a completed
master’s degree must be provided before commencement.
Two to three references: Provide name, relationship to the applicant, email address, and telephone number.
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Applicants who already hold a PhD must document that the proposed project provides substantial new academic qualification beyond
their existing doctoral competence.
Any other relevant activities you wish to have considered.

Use of AI tools: Any use of AI tools in the preparation of the application text or project proposal must be declared, with a brief explanation of
how the tool was used. This is to ensure transparency and accountability.

Refnr. 30247937

General information
We strive for a working environment that reflects the diversity of society. Diverse perspectives enable better solutions, and we encourage all
qualified candidates to apply—regardless of disability, life experience, gaps in employment history, or cultural background.

After the application deadline, a public list of applicants will be prepared. Please note that information about applicants may be made public
even if a request for exemption from the public list has been submitted. Applicants who request confidentiality must provide a specific
justification in the application. In such cases, applicants will be notified in advance if their information is to be disclosed.

We are committed to an open and fair process. All applications are first assessed administratively against the qualification requirements,
followed by evaluation by an academic assessment committee. Shortlisted candidates will be invited to an interview. 

The appointment will be made in accordance with applicable laws, agreements, and guidelines. Organizational changes may result in
adjustments to responsibilities and duties. 

It is not permitted to hold more than one fixed-term period in the same position category at the same institution.

Nord University is subject to the Norwegian Security Act, which imposes requirements for handling protectable and sensitive information. To
enhance security in recruitment processes, Nord may conduct background checks on relevant candidates.

Nord University
Through research, education and social engagement, Nord University contributes to the creation of a sustainable future.

In cooperation with society, business and industry in Northern and Central Norway, our 11,500 students and 1,350 staff promote innovative
solutions and knowledge-based practice, both locally and internationally.

Nord University has four strategic focus areas: blue and green growth, sustainable innovation and entrepreneurship, societal security, and
health, welfare and education.

Nord University Business School (HHN) educates the economists, managers and innovators of tomorrow. The Business School provides
relevant education and research holding international level through its close cooperation with business, public management and society. The
Faculty offers a PhD in Business. Nord University Business School has 2,800 students and 230 employees. The professional community is
organised into the following divisions: Innovation and Entrepreneurship; Market, Organisation and Management; Economic Analysis and
Accounting, High North Knowledge and Traffic.

HHN is in the process of obtaining AACSB accrediation.

Read more: www.nord.no/hhn

 

Additional information

Place of service:
Postboks 1490 8049 Bodø (Bodø Municipality)
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